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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The book of the Dramatic Oratorio "The Apocalypse" is intended 
to focus attention upon the subtle forces that have been destructive 
from the beginning of time, and to arouse in the hearts of men the 
hope of The Millennium as set forth in "The Apocalypse." 

The Prologue, Belshazzar's Feast, represents the Babylonian 
Empire at the height of its sensuality and irreligion. In order to 
make a coherent whole of the oratorio, a Narrator is used; Drunken- 
ness, Gluttony and Idolatry are made impersonations. The Pro- 
logue ends in the downfall of the old dispensation, signified by the 
words "Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin." 

The First Part of "The Apocalypse" is called Armageddon; the 
text describes what war has been from the time of Cain and Abel. 
Then the seven vials are poured out — the sixth poured out to 
gather them together before that great day of God Almighty: "And 
He gathered them together in a place called in the Hebrew tongue 
Armageddon." 

The Second Part of the oratorio is called Babylon. Babylon is . 
personified and described as the woman lacking in the maternal, 
the creative instinct. After the words "To me they all belong," 
there is an orchestral interlude. Then Babylon resumes her narra- 
tive, knowing she has lost her hold over the souls of men, and realiz- 
ing also that she fulfilled a prophecy. 

The Millennium opens with the words "And I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth." The verses chosen from the Apocalypse for 
The Millennium are among the most beautiful in the Bible. 

An oratorio of this character seems to be especially fitting at this 
time. The world is beginning to realize that working of cause and 
effect in the spiritual world which is called prophecy. The downfall 
of material and sensual conditions is set against the beauty and joy 
of the second coming of Christ. 

Behind and above this entire work we must see and feel the hand 
of God. The greatest hope of the whole world seems not far, and 
when we say, "I believe He shall come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead," that belief is becoming more and more real, 
and we take comfort in the words that every man shall be judged 
"according to his works." 

Pauline Arnoux MacArthur. 
December, 1920. 
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PROLOGUE 
Belshazzar's Feast 



Bass Solo : Narrator 
Belshazzar the king made a feast to a 
thousand of his lords, and drank wine 
before the thousand. 

Chorus of Men 
O, the wine mounting high, 
O, the strength to defy- 
All who question man's right 
To the revel by night, 
To the hours slipping fast, 
To the joys that glide past! 

Tenor Solo : A Man 
I sing to the grape which can quench 
man's thirst, 
And make him forget all life's pain 
and life's wrongs. 
If man heeds its call, it is easily first; 
To it the red blood in his veins belongs. 

Contralto Solo : A Spectre 
It can make him glad to murder and 
steal, 
It can curse deep all that's good on his 
road, 
It can deaden sense, make him cease to 
feel, 
And lure him to reap where he has not 
sowed. 

Baritone Solo : Spirit of Drunkenness 
I exult when man's mind is unseated, 

When his soul is stripped naked and 
bare; 
When his purpose is thwarted, defeated; 

When I've turned all his hopes to 



Passions that burn at fever heat 
I fill with hatred, lies, deceit! 
Dead bodies, souls, and all dead minds, 
Dead vows that my dank wine-press 
grinds. 



Bass Solo : Spirit of Gluttony 
Let the Earth be"organi2ed in its entirety 

to produce that which we eat; 
The very best and the rarest of foods, 
So that we may put them in our mouths 
And so that we may swallow them: 
All else is but a dream. 



Chorus of Men : The Gluttons 
To have eaten plentifully 
and dream lazily 
of that which we shall eat 
as soon as we shall 
once again be hungry — 



Bass Solo : Spirit of Gluttony 
The happiest and the most enviable of 

creatures on Earth is the swine; 
He eats, lies down and sleeps. 
Never can we eat enough, 
Never do we enjoy this happiness to the 
full! 

Never! Never! 



Soprano Solo : A Voice 
Some savage tribes 
Who eat but roots 

Are stronger and more hardy than you. 
Sober and virtuous, 
They will one day be your masters! 



Chorus of Men : The Gluttons 
Unhappy beings! 
Without meat and without wine, what 

strength can they have? 
How impossible! 
It can never, never be! 
Hai ha! ha! ha! ha! 



(Loud laughter.) 
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the bacchanal dance 

Chorus of Men 
Dance! 
Not the dance of virgins in their white 

tunics, 
But the dance of concubines and slaves! 

Chorus of Women 
See our supple bodies! 
See the madness in our eyes! 
Think of the secret fire burning within us, 
That is our master and yours! 
It grows, it bursts into flame, it consumes 

us! 
It opens our mouths 
And makes us utter the cries of wild 

beasts! 
It compels our limbs, 
It drives our arms and legs to writhe! 

Chorus of Men 
What a dance! 
Worthy of a king, 
Worthy of princes and lords! 

Chorus of Women 
The Earth turns with us, 
The Earth is beautiful, it is ours; 
Let it burst — like an over-ripe fruit, 
while we fall exhausted. 

Chorus of Men 
Lo! they fall to the Earth! 
Some of them in a drunken slumber, 
Others completing the orgy 
in voluptuous frenzy! 

Bass Solo : Narrator 
Then they brought the golden vessels 
that were taken out of the temple of 
the house of God. 

Contralto Solo : Spirit of Idolatry 
None stayed the hand that reached in 
sordid stealth 
To grasp the sacred vessels made of 
gold. 



Why should so much of Earth's hard* 
gotten wealth 
Be placed where it could scarce be 
used, or sold? 
We pay no heed to superstitious thought 
That clings to symbols in a craven 
fear; 
See! of the choicest metals man has 
wrought 
And labored for his art, year after year. 
Such symbols blest to serve an unseen 
power. 
The fancy of an idle, o'erwrought 
brain: 
Hold them aloft, proclaim it is Man's 
hour! 
Let man's insane thought give place 
to his sane. 
We are too great to bow the knee in 
prayer. 
We ask no questions when the body's 
dead. 
To-day is ours, no man shall make us care 
To strain our eyes to see what lies 
ahead. 

Chorus 
Then live for the day, 
For short is the way! 
Let sense dictate. 
Deny all fate! 
The way is broad: 
There is no God ! 

Bass Solo : Narrator 
In the same hour came forth fingers of 
a man's hand, and wrote over against 
the candlestick upon the plaster of the 
wall of the king's palace; and the king 
saw the part of the hand that wrote. 

And this is the writing that was 
written : 

Chorus 

"MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 

UPHARSIN."i 



<Jom li divided.) 
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PART I 
Armageddon 



Bass Solo : Narrator 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother; 

and it came to pass, when they were in 

the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 

his brother, and slew him. 

Baritone Solo : Spirit of War 
I am the Spirit of War! 
I am he who is better than his neighbor. 
I am the fierceness that fills young hearts 

and old brains. 
From cave to cave, from tribe to tribe. 
From city to city, from province to pro- 



From nation to nation, 

From group of nations to group 



of 



I have breathed rage and hatred! 
And behold! to-day 

I have armed one-half of the Earth 
against the other. 

Chorus of Men 
Strike! Strangle! 
Burn! Rape! Kill! 
And die! • 

Baritone Solo : Spirit of War 
I am son of the lies that we each carry 
in our hearts. 

Soprano Solo : A Voice 
This war shall be the last of wars. 

Baritone Solo : Spirit of War 
I laugh, I laugh, O men! 
For I have heard this from the beginning 

of time. 
The last war will only be 
When you have become pure of heart, 
When you have lost your greed. 
I yet have time to gorge myself on your 

blood! 



Chorus 
Peace on earth, good will toward men. 

Soprano Solo : A Voice 
But where is the good will of men toward 
men? 

Baritone Solo : Spirit of War 
I forge humanity with white heat; T 

strike it, 
And its impurities burst forth in jets 

and sparks. 
And I will strike until its impurities of 

to-day have been beaten away! 
Then shall I leave humanity in peace. 

Soprano Solo : A Voice 
He is the blind fury of man ! 

Contralto Solo : Another Voice 
Go your ways, and pour out the vials 
of the wrath of God upon the earth. 

the seven vials 

Chorus 

And the first angel went, and poured 
out his vial upon the earth. 

And the second poured out his vial 
upon the sea, and every living soul died 
in the sea. 

And the third poured out his vial up- 
on the rivers and fountains of waters, 
and they became blood. 

And the fourth poured out his vial 
upon the sun, and power was given unto 
him to scorch men with fire. 

And the fifth poured out his vial upon 
the seat of the Beast, and his kingdom 
was full of darkness. 

And the sixth poured out his vial upon 
the great river Euphrates. 

And the seventh angel poured out 
his vial into the air, and there came a 
great voice, saying: "It is done." 
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Bass Solo : Narrator 
For they are the spirits of devils work- 
ing miracles which go forth unto the 
Kings of the Earth and of the whole 
world, to gather them to the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty. — And 
he gathered them together into a place 



called in 
geddon. 



the Hebrew tongue — Arrna- 



Chorus 
The battle of that great day of God 
Almighty. And he gathered them to- 
gether into a place called Armageddon. 



PART II 
Babylon 



Bass Solo : Narrator 
I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 
colored beast, arrayed in purple and 
scarlet, decked with gold and pearls, 
and having in her hand a golden cup 
full of abominations. 

And upon her forehead was a name 
written : 

"Mystery, Babylon the Great" 

TRIUMPHAL MARCH 

Soprano Solo : Babylon 
I wield the greatest power o'er all the 
earth; 
Man comes into the world athirst for 
love; 
His lips against his mother's breast from 
birth, 
(That holy passion, mixed with sex, 
above); 
And milk of human kindness in great 
draughts 
He drinks, which thrills with joy the 
mother heart; 
And angels smile. On angels' wings 
God wafts 
This union, of His best design a part. 
Throughout his childhood mother-love 
man knows, 
She is the only woman in his life; 
And thus all guileless and all pure he 
grows, 
Free from temptation and from lust 
and strife. 



I wait to spring upon him v 

Boast that I'm called a harlot; drunk 
with sin, 
I'm evil. Name of mystery I bear. 
My poisoned shafts attack without, 
within. 
The mother trains her son to be my prey. 
I natter with the subtle note of greed. 
I crush out truth, that not the slightest 
ray 
May show him where my deadly power 
may lead. 
When I destroy his thought in mad em- 
brace, 
When I attack his will with wild de- 
sire, 
What scorn I feel for mothers of the race: 

They water love; I set it all on fire, 
That man may feel the smoke and flames 
of hell, 
And choose them for the sake of 
passion's kiss. 
I watch him slowly die, and yet I am well. 
I laugh and reign a queen, and live for 
this 
Supremest moment, when a love I've 
feigned 
And given naught, and sapped life's 
tender tree, 
And crowns and jewelled sceptres I have 
gained. 
Through sin the earth is mine. This 
was to be! 
I make a garland out of hope's dead 
flowers 
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And name them as I weave them fast I cry aloud, "What is this kingdom 
and strong. won?" 

Faith gone, and empty aims, and wasted I hear man curse me with his dying 
hours, breath. 

And talent killed: to me they all be- 
long. The end of centuries of my vaunted 
power, 
The prophecy's fulfilled. This is the 

hour 

When I shall sit alone in market-place, 
Soprano Solo -.Babylon ^^ j shaH feel man , s ^ ^ ^^ 

[ am foretold with name of Babylon, disgrace. 

The sum of lust, which bears the mark I, Babylon, unthroned, the fallen queen, 
of death. Before the Christ in glory can be seen. 



SYMPHONIC INTERLUDE 



PART III 
The Millennium 



Chorus 

Boys' Voices 

And I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away. 

Chorus 
And there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying. Neither 
shall there be any more pain. 

Tenor Solo 

And there shall in no wise enter into it 
anything that defileth ; neither whatso- 
ever worketh abomination, or maketh 
a lie. 

A pure river of water of life clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God; and on either side of the river the 
tree of life. 

And the Spirit and the bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst say, 
Come. And whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely. 



And I heard as it were the voice of a 
great multitude, and the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: 

Chorus 
Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth. 

Contralto Solo 
Blessed are they that do the com- 
mandments of God, that they may have 
right to the tree of life. 

Soprano Solo and Chorus 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 

and the end, the first and the last. 

Baritone Solo 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. 
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The Apocalypse 

Prologue: Belshazzar's Feast 



Text selected and arranged by 
Pauline Arnoux MacArthur 
and Henry Pierre Roche 
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